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SERMON 
 Preach'd before the 


Univerſity of OXFORD 
Upon AcT-SUNDAY, Oc. 


NUMZB. 24. 11. 


I thought to promote thee unto great Honour; but 
lo, the Lord hath kept thee back from Honour. 


HE SE words are the paſſionate and angry Reſent- 
ment of Balak Xing of Moab, againſt Bulaam the 
; Sorcerer, for not curſing the Perſons and blaſting 
e Den, of the Children of Iſtacl. For this People com- 
In up in a numerous Body from Maypt, to take rn 
che Promis Land, and to be inveſted with the rights 
Ind inheritance of their Forefathers, made a very formidable A 
eure in ibe Plains of Moab, and ſtruck a terror and con- Nn 
ion into all the Neighbouring Countries. Balak and his ] 
wbjects were ſtrangely ſurpriz d at the Greatneſs of their 
Nambers and the Extravagancy of their Demands, and 
oe afraid, left they ſhould lick up all that was round about v. 4 
ldem, as the Ox licketh up the graſs of the field. For ſuch 
potent and numerous Enemy, conducted from a foreign 
Country by a conſtant ſeries of Miracles, ſeem'd to be pick'd 
ut for ſome great Deſign, and to be employ'd as the Inſtru- 
rents of Providence, to chaſtiſe the Rebellion of the other 

4 A2 | Nations. 
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Nations. This made the Moabites apprehenſive of th 
own Danger, and fearful where the Storm would diſcha 
it ſelf. The Judgment was very viſible and apparent, 
the Sword of Juſtice hang threatning over their Heads: 7 
' Sons and Daughters expected to be carry'd into a forei 
Cuptiuity, and Deſolation and Famine were juſt approad 
ing their native Country. | | | 
Under ſuch a melancholy and diſmal Proſpect of Thin 
King Balak took all politick meaſures of ſecuring his Perſ@ 
and defending his Domintons : and, foraſmuch as he fouf 
himſelf inferior to the Enemy, and unable to diſpute & 
point fairly with them in the Field; he had recourle to f 
direct Practices, and endeavour'd to ſupply by SVraiagch 
what was wanting in Srength, and by the Arts of Magi 
and Sorcery to vanquiſh zhoſe, whom Chariors and An 


could make no impreſſion upon. 1 

Balaam, the Son of Bror, was the Perſon pitch d upon foi 
this notable piece of Service; and the Depth of his Learning © 
and the Reputation of his Say&:7y, gave freſh Life to ul 
Expectation of the Moabites, and buoy'd them up with thi 
hopes of Succeſs in the Undertaking. But he, being ovel 


rul'd by the Spirit 1 Propheſy, and receiving Counter ode ang 
from the true God, was unable to find az Eucbanimei 5 
againſt Jacob, or Divination agatuſt Iſrael; and jo was og W 
lig d to alter the Meaſures of his Proceedings, and to turn thi 1 
deſir d Carſe into a Bieſſing. Pie 
This io highly provok d the Diſpleaſure, and rais d the Ii don 
dignation of the King, that he baniſh'd the Euchanter fro p 
his Preſence, e a ſeeming Air of Pride and Contempl vith 
told him what Honours and Preferments his Plain dealin| hed 
and Sincerity had depriv'd him of. I thought to promo, 


thee unto great Honour; but lo, the Lord hath kept thee back 
from Honour. 

"Theſe words ſeem to be founded upon that common no 
tion which ſome great Men have, that they who mmnifter i 
holy things, are ty'd up to no other Rules but thoſe of che. 
Intereſt; that Religion is a Craft, and Conſcience a Jeſt 
that Prayers are an idle Amuſement, and the Poxwer of / 
Vs entirely at the Service of the Prince. 


T ſhall 


the Unverſity of Oxford, &c. 


I ſhall therefore beg your Leave to let Halaam repreſent 
that Order of Men, which the King thought him no incon- 
ſiderable Member of, and that you would not at preſent 
load his Memory with too much Infamy and Diſgrace, nor 
{ink his Character below the Opinion which the Court had 


ſhip, and took wrong Meaſures in his Applications to the 
Deny ; yet his Office was eſteem d ſacred by the Heathens, 
and his Reputation was great in his Country : his Perſors 
was rever'd by All, and his preſent Condud? was to be par- 
ticularly applauded by the, who were under the ſame un- 
fortunate Miſtakes with himſelf. How juſtly foever the 
Worſhipers of the true God may blame the Saperſtition 
of the Sorcerer, and reflect upon the Madneſs os the Pro- 
bet; yet Balak being under the Prepolleſſions of a falſe 
31 #e/z2itu,, and the Guidance of an erroneons Conſcience , 
could not but have a great Veneration both for the At and 
i Perſon of Balaam. | 
Upon this Suppoſition therefore, (namely, the Opinion 
"of Balaam's being a Prophet, and the Reſpect which was 
> thought due to his NAT {hall treat of that rough 
JJ and haughty Anſwer, which Bulab gave him for not cur/ang 
us Enemies: 7 thought to promote thee unto great Honour; 
5 bt /o, the Lord hath kept thee back from Honour. 
Theſe Words, ( as appears by the Circumſtances of the 
ore going Story, and the Remarks I have made upon the 


ne I} Context, ) do repreſent to us that extravagant Notion of 


iro aver, which Falak as a King, thought himſelf inveſted 
temenh, to command the Service of Bulaam, (whom he re 
all Whected as a true Prophet,) to do a thing Hegal in it felt 
ond incon/iſtent with his Office, upon a Proſpect of that 
* bacWWionour and Preferment, which he was in a Capacity to ob- 
be him with. 

This remarkable Tranſaction between the Ming and the 
Topher, will furniſh me with theſe following Obſervations, 
the Subject of my enſuing Diſcourſe. | 


n no 
ter 1 
'ahel 
Jeſt 
f 1 


{hall 


— 


FIRST, That the generality of Superiors, by a Stretch 
of their Authority, are willing to demand illegal and un- 


of it. For tho' he was miſguided in the Object of his Wor- 


warrantable things of Ecclgſiaſlical Perſons. S E- 


— _ 
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SECONDLY, That the Method and Artifice by which 
they think to prevail over mercenary Men, is the ſpe- 
cious Offer of Preferment and Honour. | 


THIRDLY, That the common way to worldly 
Grandeur is to ſtudy the Tempers, and conform to the 
Principles of thoſe, who are in a condition to oblige 2 
them. | F 
FOURTHLY , That Plain dealing is the uſual Bar 
and Impediment to a Good Man's Advancement, 3 


FIFTHLY, That it is ſtill the Duty of a Good Man, 


{ 

notwithſtanding the Allurements and Temptations of t 

this World, to act agreeably to his Conſcience and the ec 
Laws of his God. . 
SIXT HLX, That a Perſon, who acts thus impartially co 
between the Commands of his Prince and the Dictates & 

of his Conſcience, ſhall find infinite Comfort and Satis 

- .. faction, altho' he miſſes thoſe Advantages, which Flat: In 
terets and Temporizers may gain at the preſent. 3X Go 

Ne | 21 
FIRST, The firſt thing obſervable is, that Superiors ſw; 
by a Stretch of their Authority, are willing to demand illegal the 
and unwarrantablethings of Eccleſiaſtical Perſons. IJ Wit 
' Notwithſtanding we have a common Rule and Standard time 
of our Actions, and the Boundaries of Good and Evil ard his ( 
ſufficiently fix d and determin d; yet Great Men, that av Con 
given up to Luſt, and Slaves to Ambition, are for removing indi; 
the Fences at pleaſure, and eftabliſhing Iniquiiy by a Lauf dam 


Their Stations make them — 4 and Aſſuming, Poll 


tive and Imperious; and the not well underſtanding iii amo 
Limits of their Power, puts them upon a wrong Ule ail 
Application of it. Hence tis that they grow fond of ret 
ſelves, and diſreſpectful to others; look upward with Envy 
and downward with Diſdain; are too Big to be controul made 


and too Wiſe to err. They think Good and Evil my in th 


the Univerſity of Oxford, &c. 
bitrary things, and themſelyes Perſons commiſſion d to enact 
them at pleaſure. They are for a LAlituae in Princt- 
ples, and a Licentionſneſs in Practice; for Stretching the 
'Prerogative to the Prejudice of Conſcience, and for Cutting 
the Knot which they can't handſomely unty. 

Now it is much to be fear'd, that the Eaſineſs and Com- 
pliance of ſome, who ought to have more Courage and Fi- 
delity in their Sacred Function, has given too great Encou- 
ragement to the exorbitant Demands of their Superior. For 
tho we ſhould grant an Abſolute Power in the Prince, and 
exact an Unconditional Obedience from the Subjeft ; yet does 
it not follow, that this Power ſhould be transfer'd from G- 
vil to matters purely Spiritual, or that this Obedience 
ſhould impoſe upon the Conſciences of Men, or evacuate 
the Commands of God. For this would be to blend and 
confound two diſtinct and independent Juriſdictions, and 
ſhamefully to depreſs our God, that we might eat his 
Vice gerent: It would be to ſtretch the Prerogative, and 
confine the Prieſthood; to ſtrip the Church, and enrich the 
State ; to be ſtingy to the Miter, and too liberal to the 
Crown; to be Paſhue to a Fault, and even Loyal to a Sin: 
In ſhort, it would be to flatter Princes with a Power, which 
God never entruſted them with; to complement away the 
Liberty which Chriſt has given to his Church, and to per- 
ſwade our Zccle/iaftical Governors to ſtand for Ciphers in 
their own Courts of Fudicature. An Exceſs this way has 
without doubt blown up the Vanity of Princes, and fome- 
times prevail'd with the Subject, to be not only Paſſive in 
his Obedience, but Mie in his Compliance to their unjuſt 
Commands; the former of which will never ceaſe to be an 
indiſpenſable Duty, and the latter will always continue a 
damnable Sin. 5 
The Sum and Subſtance then of what has been ſaid, 
» 8 amounts to no more than this; that a falſe Notion of Power 
> ally in Saperiors, back d with a tame and ſervile temper in De- 
cheij benaents and Inferiors, and a ſtretich of Conſcience in mat- 
Eu ers that are not diſpenſable with by the Laws of God, has 

made Princes aſpiring in their Humours, and unreaſonable 
in their Demands ; perſwaded them to think too highly of 


themſelves 
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themſelves and too contemptibly of others, and by the ſole 
Dine of their Authority, to put a _— upon Truth it ſelf, | 


and force any Doctrine to paſs for Current and Ortho. 
dox. But | 


SECONDLY, The next Obſervation from the Text 
is, that the Method and Artifice, by which Great Men think 
to prevail over mercenary Souls, is the ſpecious Offer of 
Preferment and Honour. 2 

Now the Truth of this Obſervation will appear from theſe il 
three following Conſiderations, I = 


Firſt, The Prevalency of the Offer it ſelf. 1 Ww 
= 4 The Agrecableneſs of it to humane Nature, 
Third J The Condition of the Perſon that offers it. I 


- Firſt, The Offers of Honour and Preferment are very MW 
tempting and prevalent in themſelves. The Height of a Sta- el 
tion is apt to amuſe the Eye, and overturn the Brain; and 44 
the Kingdoms of this world, and the Glories thereof, are en- 

ſnaring Propoſals to aſpiring tempers. The Favour of a an 
Prince, and the Nod of a Courtter; the Greetings in the i 
Markets, and the Pre- eminence at an Entertainment; a 
Diſtinction of Quality, and 2% uppermoſt Seats in the Sna- 
gegues, have had a pernicious = upon popular Spi- if h 
Fits, and made haughty and ambitious perſons look with WF* 

Diſdain and Contempt upon all below them. The Notion ; 
which Bala ſeems to have entertain d of his Power, tack 
was to bribe the Cunſciencæ, and buy the Curſes ot the 
Prophet; and the ſame Principle runs thro other Great 
Men, and puts a fatal biaſs upon their Creatures and De- 
pendents. Courteſie in Superiors has effected ſtrange things 
in ſome complaiſant Gentlemen, and Bribes have been more ¶Morta 
potent and ſucceſsful than Armies. A ſcaſonable Gift has 
oftentimes ſtop'd the Mouth of a terrible Adverſary, and a 
Goodly Preferment brought down the Stanchneſs of an Or. 
thodox Divine. Honour is apt to dazle our Eyes, and miſ- 
guide our Steps; to clear up our Underſtandings, and melt 
. + nun our Conſciences; to infuſe Light into the Heart, and 
Vigour into the Hand; to pervert the Wall, and __ our 

Actions; 


the Unoverſity of Oxford; Ec. 
Ations; to rectify the Notions of Good and Evil, and re- 
ine upon the old faſhion'd Doctrines of our Anceſtors : 
ln one word, it is apt to blunt our Satyr, and diſarm our 
Fury ; to overbear our Arguments, and ſilence our Tongues; 
o open another Scheme of Chriſtian Duties, and give a new, 
but ſur priging Turn to the Brain of a Caſuiſt. How ſtrange · 
y have ſome Men been enlighten d! how wonderfully 
Wave they grown Wiſer | how ſuddenly have they diſ- 
arded their old Principles! how ſhamefully ſhook hands 
rich their deareſt Friends! And what is moſt of all ſur- 
bing, their Converſion has been in an inſtant, and their 
ormer Scruples have vaniſh'd in a moment, and what was 
elign d to harden them in their Hrors, has been the hap- 
y Inſtrument of their ConvidZion. 54 6 C4 
But notwithſtanding all theſe ſpecious Pretences and De- 
eus, theſe Flouriſhes and Salvoes of a temporizing Con- 
eeience; the World will be fo ill - natur d, as to miſcall their 
7 leal, and queſtion their Reformation ; to fee thro' the Masks 
nd Diſguiſes of Deſigning Men, and diſcover the ſecret 
and behind the Curtain, which ſo plauſibly turns round 
e Machines, ſo artificially changes the Scenes. But 
== Secondly, This Offer of Preferment was more likely to 
ZFlcceed, becauſe it was agreeable to the ambitious Defires 
f humane Nature. And here no body can deny, but 
at Za/at's Politicks were regular, and the Scheme well 
ad; the Bait was plauſible and inviting, and the Prophet 
Pack d on the right fide. And tho the Event did not an- 
rer * it was more owing to the Interpoſitiou 
at Providence, and the Awe of a Superior Power, than to 
e Courage and Inclination of Halaam. For if eorrupted 
Nature had been left to her own Choice and Conduct, what 


8 Portal could have kept his ground? What Man could 
nas ave been ſo brave and hardy, as to cope with the united 
da ore of Honour and Intereſt > The Conqueſt in this caſe. 
Ir. s like to prove eaſy and delightful, and the Charms of 
11. old to be an Over-match for the Powers of Magick. 

belt There is a great Degree of Pride and Ambition, which 
and planted at the very Root of our Nature, and diſco- 


s it ſelf in the moſt N Actions of our Le. F he 
19 * ve 
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Love of our Selves is generally at the Bottom of our Projects, 5 
and the Proſpect of Honour gives Life and Spirit to the molt ;þ, 
hazardous Undertakings : It cancels all former Friendſhips} 
and' ſuperſedes Obligations; it deſpiſes Danger, and beard}. 
down Oppoſition ; breaks thro* the Ties of Nature, and 


over. turns the Principles of Religion and Conſcience, But Wir, 
* Thirdly, Honour and Preferment may ſeem more tempt 7 


ing and valuable opon the account of the Perſon that con; 
fers them. The Ear of a Prince is an uncommon Favour, and 
an Audience at Court is not eaſily obtain d. There ar@ 
a great many Difficulties that obſtruct the Paſſage, and "ri 
uſual to paſs thro' abundance of tedious Formalities and 1! . * 
gring Application to make our Adare ſſes, or preſent a Peli 
tion. Majeſty is not to be approach d at all times, nor Stat 
and Grandeur laid aſide to pleaſe the Humour of every Sub 
jet. Favourites perhaps may be heard, and fawning PA 
raſites careſs'd and rewarded, but Men of Uprightneſs and 
Integrity are to be kept at a Diſtance, and Perſons that beak 
no Character muſt not expect to appear before Kings. **S 
Since therefore, the Acceſs to Superiors is ſo difficult 
and their. Favours are fo rare and uncommon; it is n 
wonder that the Worth of them is magnify'd, and the Vai 
lue augmented to an extravagant rate. For it is not alway 
ſo much the Greatneſs of the Gift, as the Quality of th 
Perſon that gives it, which makes it acceptable to the Reg 
ceiver. A Royal Favour is the more to beeſteem'd, becauiet 
it is ſought for with Toil, and obtain'd with Difficulty 
Were the Purchaſe cheap, the Benefit might be neglectedy 
and the Commonneſs of the Bleſſing take off from the real 
Value of it; but ſince it paſſes thro' ſo many Hands, and 8 
confer d from ſuch an high Station, it riſes in proportiol8 
to the Greatneſs oF him that gzves ir, and ſo is more pleaſing 
to the Ambition, and agreeable to the Temper of him tha; 
da“ ge k 
THIRDLY, The common Way to worldly Grandeulf 
is to ſtudy the Tempers and conform to the Principles ok 
thoſe who are in a Condition to oblige 4" If Balaam will 
have Honour and Promotion, he muſt act as Hulat . | 
| | avs 


J 


the VDniverſity of Oxford, &c. 

J have him, and curſe the /ſrae/ires, or loſe the Bing of 
the King. His conſcience mult be eaſy and complaiſant, 
plant and conformable, and all the Powers in Heaven muſt 
be engag d on his fide, whenever the Humour of his Prince 
Wrcequires it. Thus Religion, ( tho' in it ſelf pure and ſpi- 
ntual, and like its Divine Author, [able to uo Yariableneſs 
or. ſbadow of Turning, ) is oftentimes born off from it's na- 
Wtive ſim ery; and wreſted and warp'd to ſecular Purpoſes. 
l muſt be blended with Art, and diſguis'd by Knavery ; 
ee allay'd with Superſtition, and counterfeited by Hypo- 
aiſy: It muſt be moulded and temper'd to make it current 
ad faſhionable, and turn d into ten thouſand Shapes to ren- 
er it agreeable to different Palates, and Variety of Ages: 
l muſt be gloſsd upon and interpreted at pleaſure ; be 
ught the Language of Courts, and be made ſubſervient 
o the Intereſt of Princes: The Rigours of it muſt be ſoft- 
ad, and the Penalties extenuated; the pretended Excreſ- 
eences par d off, and the ſubſtantial Duties diſſembled; the 
cry Life of it ſtifled, and only the Shadow preſervd: It 
alt ſooth the Zurhuſiaſt, and careſs the Debauchee ; per- 
ert the Learned, and excuſe the /2norant; comfort the 
runkard, and indulge the Libertine: It mult be Grimace 
WJ the Humoriſi, and Crae/ty to the Zealot ; Starchneſs to 
e Hypocrite, and Craft to the Villain; All things to all 
en, and every thing in fact, but what it really is. 
Thus is Religion taught to differ and vary, as much as 
e very Faces of it's Profeſſors; and the ſame Scheme of 
unciples can no more ſuit with every Age and Humour, 
an the ſame Garment fit every individual Perſon in the 
World. It is no wonder then, that deſigning Men are fo 
et to veer and Zack about, and to proſtitute their Con- 
ences upon every new turn of Government, if we con- 
er the Principles of the Court they are dependent upon, 
ud the Humours of thoſe great Perſons they have Expe- 
uon from, Tho Naaman may proclaim the Greatneſs 
his Cure, and magnify the Power of that God who 
(kected it, yet he can't tell how to be a Worſhiper of him, 
aleſs he have a Diſpenſation for Zowing in the Houſe of 
Wimmer: For his Character at Court mult be kept up, me ha 
| B 2 : 0 


- 


A Sermon preach d before 
Poſt in the Government ſecur'd; his Devotions are to bg 
crampt by a Place, and his Gratitude ſtifled by a ſtingy Re. 
ſerve for his Maſter: And in this thing it is to be hop'd} 
that the Lord will pardon his Servant, and not urge hig 
Duty to the Prejudice of his Intereſt ; it is to be hop, the 
God of Zfrae/ will make ſome allowances for Reaſons of State, 
and the Good of the Public, and not too rigidly inliſt ups 
on the Converſion of a CGurtier, or the Piety of a Soldiers 


Neither was this Naamans particular caſe only, but every 
Age has produc'd Inſtances of ſome Men, that would 
willingly k e th | 
lineſs, and every Reign has furniſh'd out ſome Doctrine 
which the Slaves to a Court, and the Seekers after Prefers 
ment, have greedily ſuck'd in, and zealouſly propagated 
How often has La and Divinity been canvaſsd, the $14 
tutes and the Bible been ranſack d, to give proof and credit 


erve their own Turns by their Pretenſions to Cb 


to a Donbiful Title? How often have the Heads of Divine 
and the Pens of Criticks been employ d, to ſtrike out ſome d 


new and marvellous light, from the intricate and myſterious 
Viſions of Ezekiel, ol to ſooth the Ambition, and juſtify the 


Undertakings of Princes, by an odd and ridiculous Comment 
upon the Revelations ? ONE 0 | 
At other times all the Diſtinctions of the Scho0/s muſt be 
ſifted, to pick out Reſerves, and Salvoes for a temporizing 
Conſcience; and the Pretenſions of Auſers muſt be pro 
nounc'd Juſt and Honourable, both by the Laws of God 
and Man, whenever their Humour, or Ambition leads then 
to enlarge their Dominions, and encroach upon the Right 
of their innocent Neighbours. | i 
Thus when Aab and Fehoſaphar reviv'd an old Clai 

to Ramerh Gilead, and combin'd to enter npon it by force d 
Arms, all the falſe Prophets declar'd that they ſhould go 
againſt it, and proſper ; for God would certainly deliver tha 


important Place 11 zheir bande. This was a Comfortabll 
Determination of a weighty Caſe, and theſe were Caluill 
fit to be conſulted by ambitious Princes: And according 
their Words were immediately receiv'd as the Oracles « 
God, and their Perſons had 16 the higheſt Eſteem and Vs 
. 


Whe 


the Univerſity of Oxford, &c. 


of the Congregation, and encourag'd a Mutiny againſt Moſes 
and Aaron, they were preſently careſs'd as Patriots of the 
People, and repreſented as Men ſerviceable in their Genera- 
tion, and of the greateſt Character and Renown in their 
Country. Rebellion (it ſeems ) had ſanctify d their Perſons, 
and their Pretenſions muſt of Neceſſity be lawful, becauſe 
they ſtruck in with a Faction, and were countenanc'd by the 
Populace. | | 

Prom hence we may gather, that it is not always Right 
but Humour, not Religion but 7ntereſt, that places a Man 
© at the Head of a Party, and gives him a Character in this 
World. He that ſuits his Diſconrle to the Times, and pro- 
9 2 oh mooth things ; that dawbs with untemper a Mortar, 
and calls Good Evil, and Evil Good, ſhall certainly have the 
red Applauſes of a corrupt and vicious Age; but he that has 
ines regard only to the Rules of Truth, and does not nicely 
ome diſtinguiſh che Perſons of Men, ſhall meet with abundance 
11008 of Coldneſs and Indifferency. For it is obſervable that every 
y the Age has it's peculiar and darling Doctrines, and can't endure 
ment the touching of ſome tender Points, which are contrary to 

che approv'd Maxims of Government and Policy. 


ing Elders, and they will tell thee, to what an in{upportable 
Height the Juriſdiftion of St. Peter was advanc d, and how 
Crowns and Scepters were laid at the Feet of his haughty 
Succeſſors; and then preſently, upon a little Diſguſt, the 
Supremacy was transfer'd to the Aung, and all the Paſſages 
to Preferment ſtop'd, unleſs you ador'd his Majeſty, and vi- 
lify'd his Folineſs. 
In ſucceeding Ages the Prerogative was ſcru'd up to the 
ligheſt Degree, and a Jus Divinum pleaded in behalf of 
J Monarchy and Abſolute Government; and after that, Li- 
berty and Property caſt the Ballance to the Republican (ide, 
and the natural Right of Free-boru Subjects was a ſpecious 
JJ colour for Faction and Rebellion. | | 
Paſſive Obedience and Nen-re/iftance have had their ſe- 
reral Riſes and Turns in the World; and then the Mur- 
dering of A7ngs, and the Binding of Nobles in Inks of * 
D > « 


When Arab and his Company pleaded for the Flolinefs Numb. 16 


Aut thy Fathers, and they will ſhew thee , 8 of the Deut. 32. 


— 
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_...... the Pillaging of Eſtates, and the. Baniſhment of the legal 
Owners, have been the Doctrines of our Saviour and the Pri- 
vileges of his Saints. The Story of the Maccabees, like 
a two-edged Sword, has cut every way, and been pleaded | 
for and again t Reſiſtance ; and the Jhebæan Legion has been 
either Truth or Fiction, as it has beſt ſuited with the Humour 
of Princes, and the Intereſt of Writers. a 
_ Laſtly , Every one knows the Time, when Divines 
have learnedly preſs d the Neceſſity of Church Communion, © 
and fer off the Danger of Shim and Diſſention with a be- 
coming Warmth and Zeal ; and then the Tables have been he 
turn d on a ſudden, and the ſame Men have been all over ep 
Peace and Love, Gentleneſs and Forbearance. ; Moderation lei 
has been in their Mouths,and Zaktewarmneſs in their Hearts; U 
Latitude in their Principles, and Indiiference in their Prattiſe Mov 
All theſe Inſtances make it undeniably appear, what Va- 
riety of Doctrines have been in Vogue in this Nation, and 
what Shifting and Turning there has been in the ſeveral 
Parts of Religion. It is not my Buſineſs to determine, 
which Point, upon a juſt State of the Queſtion, may be right 4 
but only to remark to you, that all theſe Doctrines have 
had their Riſe and Fall according to the Humours and In- net 
clinations of Men in Authority; and the way to worldly 
Advancement has been to ſwim with the Stream, and ſtrike 
in with the faſhionable Principles of the Times: ſo than 
the Cour, not the Bible, has given Inſtructions to the Pro 

het, and the Will of the Prince, not the Law of Goa, has 
—— the Rule of the Subeck's Obedience. But ; 


F OURT HLX, As Flattery andT rimming have been thi 
firſt ſteps to Preferment ; ſo Plain · dealing and Sincerity have 
been the uſual Bar and Impediment againſt it. The chief rea 
ſon why Merit is ſo ſeldom dignfp'd and diſtinguiſb d, anal 
men of Goodneſs and Piety are 1o often neglected, is, becauſſſu 
a licentious Age can't bear the S2undne/s of their Doctring 
and the Freedom of their Reproofs. * 
I St h the Baptiſt will urge the Unlawfulneſs of Za 
rod s Marriage, he ſhall fall under the diſpleaſure of a wan 
ton Herog:as, and in the end loſe both his Liberty and h | , 


Lite 


— 


the Umoerſity of Oxford, &c. 15 
If St Paul will diſcourſe of Juſtice and Chaſtity before a 
laſeivious and tyrannizing Fehx, he ſhall be diſmiſs d from 
the Preſence of the Governour with a Frown, and be re- 
warded with Bonds and Impriſonment for his impudence and 
preſumption, ! | | 
When Zlijab reprov'd Ahab for his Injuſtice and Barbarny 
WJ towards Naboth, and for ſelling himſelf to work evil in 1h8 1 King 2x 
e of the Lord; the Freedom of the diſcourſe was cenſurd, 25. 
and the Man of God repreſented as an Enemy to the Govern- 
ment. Had he ſooth'd and flatter d Aab in his Vices, he 
mould always have had a ſhare of his Affections, and been 
© teputed his wy good Friend; but to accuſe him with Bold- 
© neſs, and rebuke him with Authority, was too unmannerly 
Doctrine for a Curt, too plain and blunt a Truth to go 


own wih a King. N . 
a. The like misfortunes happen'd to Micaiab, when he de- c 22. 
d dar d againſt the Expedition into Ramorh Gilead, and re- 
al reſented all Zſrae/ ſcatter d upon the Fills, as ſheep want- x. 17. 


\c, ing a herd. For his Prophecy was rejected, and his Per- 
1 1 r treated res the Truth: Ahab poſitive- 
vey declared he hated him, becanfe be did not propheſy Good v. S. 
In- nncerning bim, but Evil, and as a Reward: tor his Sauci- 
diy bels, commanded. him to be kept in Priſan, and fed with 
ke read of Affliction, and water , Afliction, till he return d 
hal Peace. Fetters and Stripes, perhaps, might bring the Man 
Pro to a better mind, and oblige him to preach a more 
haWurtly and ſeaſonable Doctrine. For Truth is of too plain 
Ind homely an aſpect to be ſeen at all times, and thoſe that 
would ae in Arng's Houſes, mult be diſtinguiſh'd by the 


n che oer of their Speech; as well as the Siftmeſs of their 
hay ment. Some Perſons are too big for Reproof, and too 
freaſſ ie for Inſtruction; and when Vice has once got the Sway 
and id Aſcendant of ſuch minds, it grows head ſtrong and af- 
cauſeh ming, rebellious and untractable, and diſcharges its Fury 


on thoſe, who oppoſe hg Torrent, and are for ſtopping 
e growth of Infidelity. If the Preachers of Righteouſneſs 
ul be faithfal Monitors, and ſpeak Tiuth boldly , there 
Wl never be wanting Ababs' to hate their Perſons, and 
„ to diſhonour their Function: Their —— 
| 1 


W 
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will diſguſt their Rulers, and their Principles put a ſtop to 

2 Preferment; and /o, the Lord hath kept them back from 
Zonour, 0 


16 


FIFTHLY, Notwithſtanding the allurements and 
temptations of this world, it is ſtill the duty of a good Man 

to act agreeably to his Conſcience and the Laws of his God. 

And here Halaam 1s ſo far a pattern for our Actions, as he 

did not embrace the unreaſonable propoſals, and comply 

with the unjuſt demands of ZBalak.. He boldly own'd oy 

a Servant to another Maſter, and ſo much at the diſpoſal of 
Pons. 22. à Superior power, that if the King would give him his Houſe 
. fall of ſilver and gold, be could not go beyond the word off® 
the Lord his God, to do leſs or more. The Anſwer was geg 
nerous, and the Reſolution brave; the Principle was rightly 
form d, and, the Example may be inſtructive to Poſterity/ 75 
For every one that acts by a Commiſſion from God, as B I; 
lam pretended to do, and is call d in to give his advice IMG 
things pertaining to his Function, mult either diſhonouß 
his great Maſter. and forfeit his own Character, or be parti 
cularly remarkable for theſe following Virtues, Fr | 
- Firſt, ſuch an Uprightneſs and Sincerity of Mind, MW 

- - will ſecure him from any mean compliance with the Deal 
mands, or any fulſom flattery to the Perſons of thoſiſſo be 

who have the rule over Bim. r _ 7 


-. Secondly, For. ſuch Care and Induſtry in all the co * — 
cerns of that great Maſter, uboſe he 16, and whom A | Mo 
-:;;. Jerves,. as, may prove him to be a true Ambaſſador 4 E F . 
++.) Chrift, and a faithful Steward of the MyFteries of Goal nl 4 
Tybiraly, For ſuch Courage and Reſolution in enforcinfpiny 
the precepts of Chrifttanity, and exacting Obeditom: | 
ence from all orders and degrees of men, as ſhew him Me Se 
hae no other aim in view, than the Honour of llWrope: 
Goc, and the Salvation 705 Brethren. unf 


te that is endued with theſe valifications, and. faithfi Pay, 


ly diſcharges his Office in all thele reſpects, is the very A E. 
verſe of that fawning and temporizing Sycophant, whon char 
„ | | a 


w 


a 3 cone 
He | 


the Umoerſity of Oxford, &©c. 
have ſo — Forts in the foregoing diſcourſe : and 1 
have no farther occaſion to enlarge upon this Subject, or to 
make any other uſe of the three laſt Obſervations, than to 
fam up the Character of a good Man in a word or two. 
We'may ſee then that he 1s a Man of Conſcience, and not of 


| Intereſt; free from De/igr, and unaccuſtom'd to Hattery; 
; ſteady in his Principles, and regular in his Prad7iſe ; devour 


in his Life, and uniform in his AFjons. Tho! he is a Stick- 
ler for Government, and an Example of Obedience, he is no 
Friend to the Cabals, or Patron of the Injuſtice of his Go- 
vernors. He neither robs his God to enrich his Sovereign, 
© or deprefles his Sovereign to exalt his Subjects. He has no 
notion of the State in prejudice to the Church, nor owes 
ny Secret Service to his Prince contrary to his publick En- 
= 2agements and Obligations to his God. The Rule of his life is 
"i itrady and unerring, and i Conſcience void of offence toward's 
JE God and towards Man. His Pen is not mercenary , nor his 
Lis perfidious; his Head wavering, nor his Heart deceit- 
ul. He never wreſts the Scripture from it's genuine Senſe, 
or perverts the Text to his private Intereſt, He makes no 
" Wlalſe comments upon St Pan for the ſake of a Party, nor 
eonceals any neceſſary truth in complement to his Superiors. 
lle has Courage to defera what was his Duty to fert, and 


al to pracriſe what was his Principle to preach. He is not 
ole be carry d away with Shadows, or amus'd with Greatneſs ; 
ot to be won by a She, or terrify'd by a Boum; not to 
e mov'd with fair Words,or bought off by rea/ Preferments, 
Since then the Character of this good Man is ſo charming 
Ind delightful, and the Virtues which compoſe it ſo rare 
aud uncommon ; fince the Temptations to Vice are ſo pre- 
alent, and the Propoſals of Honour and Preferment fo en- 

being; ſince Men of our Profeſſion are generally attack d 
k (NN quarter, and- the Tricks of State are carry'd on by 
Wi Servile Compliances of Church men; it will not be im- 
oper at the cloſe of this Diſcourſe to fortify our minds 
Ninſt thoſe Baits and Snares that are generally laid in our 


chf, and to encourage one another in ell doing from a 
aſpect of that Recorpence of reward, which a conſcientious 
* charge of our Duty will intitle us to. For by this 


means 


— 


hal 
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means we ſhall convince our Superiors, that we look higher 
than the and trifling conſiderations of this world, and 
are not ſo mercenary in our Tempers, and looſe in our 


Principles, as they may fancy us to be. We ſhall declare to 
all mankind, that we dont ſtudy to be great at che expence 
of a good Conſcience, or ule any indirect means to gain higher 
and more honourable Stations than our Neighbours; but that 
we endeavour to promote the common intereſt of che Church 
and State, and io v indicate the Honour of the Prieſthood, 


and inſtead of being broken into Parties, and led away by 
craft men, are willing to unite as retbren, are zealous rol 


act as Chry/tians. | | 


Now. for our greater Encouragement in this work, We C 
by I | 4 
SIX TH and laſt conſider that Comfort and Satis 
faction, which a Perſon that acts impartially between the? 
commands of his God, and the Dictates of his Conſcience? 
does in part find afreagy, and ſhall more fully experienos 
hereafter, tho he milles thoſe advantages, which Flatterery? 
and Temporizers may gain in this world. For if the Per 


may in the 


7 


formanceof good Actions fills men with Joy and Delight, cer 

tainly.he ſhall have a more than ordinary ſhare of it, who ha 

| ſtood the Tryal in the moſt dangeroùs times, and oppos 

imſelf againſt the moſt violent Temptations. For to watch 
nd the Overtures of Intereſt and Honour, and vanquiſh ch 


perverſe Inclinations of Intrigueing men, argues no infer o 

ree of Virtue, and intiiles a man to no mean reward. A 
the Euter prise was great, and the Danger uncommon , 1@ 
the Mages ſhall be proportionable, and the Eu Glorious. 
If we look no Ice 1 than this world, I take the Retis 


the UWniverſuyof Oxford; Ge. 

If perillous times ſhould ariſe, and God in his anger ſhould 
Live up à rebellious and diſobedient Nation, what in ward 
" WM Peace and Satisfaction muſt thoſe few good men have, who, 
luke r in ibe Cap, and endeavour d to {top 
he torrent of Infidelity ; N all ſuitable Arguments 
r have oppos d the modiſh and faſhionable Sins of che Age, 
tend not baſely cring d and truckl'd to men in Authority. 
1 Their preſent — 


. 


t and Rejoycing is, that in an Bonet 
= Smphcuy, and godly ney have had their Conver- 
vill (efron. tu this world, and not been tarry'd away by Prejudice 
o and Pardiality, or influenc d by the ill Examples of great men; 
bat they have advancd no Principles deſtructive to the 
© Conſtitution; nor encourag'd any Practiſes offenſive to God:; 
That they have neither unhing'd the Government, or hetray d 
he Church; neither flatter d their Superiors, or miſled their 
SE Brethren. | bn 

18S Whatſoever, therefore, ſhall be the Fate of their native 
country, and whatever Afflictions ſhall light upon the 
church, they have made a timely Proviſion for themſelves, 
rand fecur'd a Treaſure in another Kingdom. As they have 
ert been famous for a bold and*undaunted Profeſſion of their 
er kauh, and appear'd openly in defence of Chriſt and his 
ba Coſpel before the Kings and Rulers of this World, ſo they ſhall 


oe own'd by their great God and Saviour, and applauded by 


hots and Angels in another. The great Maſter whom they 
Aerve is both able and willing to promote them, and the re- 
roh rard of their Service will infinitely compenſate their Dilt- 
ence and Fidelity : It is not ſubject to Caſualties, or encum- 
er d with Diſadvantages ; not to be ſought for with Flattery, 
9. er procur'd by Bribery ; but it is the effect of our Courage and 
el Flea], and the Purchaſe of a pure and undefil'd Conſcience. 
"AY Wherefore, my Beloved Brethren, be ye fledfaſt and an- 
Eng eable in your holy Profeſſion. Slight the deceitful Over- 
r bes of this world, and embrace the more advantageous 
a hropoſals of another: Serve a Maſter , who is truly ho- 
n 08ourable , and purſue your real Intereſt by juſt and re- 
vPoli@uable means. Place your Aeverſion in Heaven againſt the 
du wuble ſome and vexatious Po//e/rons on Earth, and the cer- 
„a favourofyour God againſt the fickle Humours of Earth- 
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ly Potentates. Oppoſe Life and Immortality to Death an 
Diſgrace, and a bright and triumphant Crown of Glory 
the fading and momentary Honours of this world: And the 
you will come to a juſt Notion of „ at an 
magnificent, and know where to make your addreſſes fe 
Subſtantial Preferments. You will abhor the mean con 
ances; and pity the mereenary tempers of ſome of yo 
Brethren.” You will contemn the Frowus of haughty mei 
and if | A7ngs ſhould ariſoe thut know not Joſenb, you wi 
'overlook the Neglects of ſuch an ungrateful Court. Ye 
will carry your Eye beyond the dazling Greatneſs of ten 
poral Honours, and your Caurage will be augmentec 
and your Hopes enliven d by a glorious proſpecł of Futurit 
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